
BROOMHAUGH AND RIDING PARISH COUNCIL 

County Councillor Anne Dale  Annual report to the residents of Riding Mill 2020/21 

Dear Residents, 

Writing my Annual Report this year has been hard.  This past year saw a dramatic change to our everyday lives when 

the COVID19 pandemic hit our country.    From March 23rd the village,  like the rest of the country, went into 

lockdown and everything apart from the delivery of essential services came to a halt.   The last year has been difficult 

for everyone and  COVID 19 will have affected us all in many and different ways.   I would like to thank those who 

have helped in the community during these difficult times and especially Suzanne, Janet and Catherine and all of you 

who have looked after neighbours, friends, relations and those in need.  

I have missed seeing you during these times but keeping safe has been so important to all of us.  It has therefore 
been difficult to keep you all informed of everything that is going on in the village,  however my Annual Report is 
always an opportunity to keep you up to date.   Working together for the benefit of the community is so important  
and I work with the Parish Council, the school and other partners to take forward new projects for the village and 
manage issues when they arise.    
 
The following is a brief update. 
  
HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS. 
 
The introduction of the speed reduction measures outside the school on Church Lane has at last been finished and 
new white lines are in place and old ones repainted.   The safety measures around the entrance to the Spinney are 
also now complete.   The one outstanding scheme is the installation of the new pedestrian crossing and I am waiting 
to hear from the Council with a date.    I am always pleased that the Parish Council and residents are keen to be 
involved with consultation and often good ideas are put forward.   The gateways at the east entrance of the village 
are often quoted as an excellent scheme. The County Council is having to manage their work whilst the utilities 
continue with their works, whether Northern Gas, NWL or Comex the work and the traffic lights seem endless.  The 
Council’ Streetworks Department are always proactive and helpful and will monitor any problem and deal with them 
when necessary. 
 
Signage in the village is very important and  once all the highways work has taken place I will work with the Parish 
Council to review the signage and remove any unnecessary signs and the old speed activated signs if they are no 
longer in use. 
 
Works continues with the County Council Rights of Way officer on the ongoing closure of the Right of Way (ROW) 
from Riding Mill to Corbridge due to the landslip some years’ ago.   Unfortunately this type of work does take a 
considerable amount of time as it involves working with different landowners and there are legal requirements to 
meet too.     Work will continue with the County Council ROW officer to address any concerns raised about footpaths 
in the area. 
 
There is a gap in the continuous footpath on the A695 between Riding Mill and Stocksfield and the County Council 
has agreed to undertake some work in this area. 
 
There are various parking issues in the village which I will begin to address once all restrictions are lifted.   I continue 
to monitor highways maintenance issues including flooding, gullies and potholes and ensure that the appropriate 
work is undertaken. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL (PLANNING) AND THE DRAFT LOCAL PLAN 
 
The County Council has still no Local Plan in place and are awaiting the outcome from the Inspector.  I have objected 
to the proposals put forward by Government in their two White papers on the future of planning.   The proposal that 
the Government will decide where large housing development should take place is undemocratic taking all powers 
away from the Local planning Authority and Parish Councils and residents will be given little say into how their village 
develops.   I was pleased to be able to help the Chair of the Parish Council Christine Howe to start the Parish 



Neighbourhood Plan, it is an essential tool for the future development of the village.  The planning application for 
the Fold House was turned down by the County Council and I would like to thank everyone who took so much time 
to write in with very sound and well researched reasons for refusal.  
 
The new Hexham High School is to be welcomed and all present and future students will be able to enjoy and 
appreciate their new working environment.  I continue to work with our local schools and they have all had the 
opportunity to take part in tree planting.   Thank you also to the teachers who have over the past year worked hard 
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the students in their care.    I know that everyone will continue to help and 
support them to ensure that everyone remains safe now restrictions are being lifted. 
 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL. 
 
The County Council now holds meeting virtually through Zoom and these can be viewed on their You Tube site.   The 
Council officers are all working from home and I hold regular update meetings with them.  The Council staff has 
remained resilient throughout and locally the officers continue to work on highways maintenance, refuse collection, 
public protection (including rat infestation), planning applications and enforcement.  The weather conditions have 
recently caused a lot of problems on the highways.   The Council as reported in the press is going through difficult 
times and high level investigations are ongoing.  It is so important that everyone works together for the benefit of 
the residents of the county.   I address all COVID19 related issues in confidence and the workload is very broad 
ranging from all the funding streams available to help with the elderly, etc. 
 
The Police Commissioner, County and Parish Council elections are being held on Thursday 6th May.  The County 
Council is promoting Postal Votes as a safe way to vote so if you would like one please do apply to them.   I am 
seeking re-election but I hope to keep the campaigning on the doorstep to a minimum for safety reasons and will be 
contacting people in other ways.    My campaign leaflet will follow in April. 
  
MEMBERS SMALL SCHEME ALLOWANCE 
 
Sports Pavilion.  The proposed alterations to the pavilion are moving forward.  Everyone has been working so hard 
together to take forward the project, apply for funding and managing planning matters.   Thanks must go to 
everyone who has had an input but especially Kathie Keady and Christine Howe and members of the sports clubs.   I 
was pleased to be able to help with a grant of £6,000 from my Members’ Small Scheme Allowance.   A further grant 
of £2,000 out of my members scheme allowance was given to the Riding Mill Heritage Group History Trail to 
provide the Boards for the Village History Trail, and further funding provided to the school and pre-school for the 
environment and outside projects.    
 
Although restrictions have meant that groups were unable to meet up it has been amazing what can take place with 
the use of ZOOM, e.mail and the telephone.  The Parish Council meetings are so helpful especially when we all have 
the opportunity to work together and the residents have an opportunity to join in if they wish.  I do think that this 
will continue into the foreseeable future.  Thank you also to all the Parish Councillors who are always so proactive 
and helpful to work with and to the Clerk, Catherine who is always there to help and advise. 
 
I am so looking forward to the time when all restrictions are lifted and normal life can resume.    With the role out of 
the vaccination I hope that we can look forward to a brighter spring and summer but in the meantime I hope that 
you all keep safe and well and I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
I hope that I have been able to cover the important issues that have occurred over the last year and if you would like 
any further information on any topic.  Also if you have any issues you would like to raise please either e.mail at 
Anne.Dale@Northumberland.gov.uk. or telephone me on 01434 673326.   
 
With kind regards, 
 
Anne 
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