
VHT Report for annual parish meeting 2021 
 

Life during lockdown has been extremely frustrating for everyone connected with the VHT. 

We have not been able to have any activities in either hall, but we are looking forward with 

confidence to the relaxing of the rules on 17 May and then in June so that we can start again to 

provide services and meeting places for the village community. 

This does not mean that the Trust has been idle. 

We have signed up to the 2021 Village Halls Domesday Book and are looking to add our halls 
to the Northumberland Village Halls Portal website. This will link to the profile we already 
have with our own website, allowing the general public to access information about our 
halls and their facilities online. 
 
At the Parish Hall, essential tree felling and a general tidy up at the site have been 
completed and the Supper Room and the stage front in the hall have been ‘spruced up’. 
 
The electrical and fire checks in both halls have been carried out in accordance with 
insurance requirements and outside, the Garden Invaders continue to maintain the environs 
of the Halls and we are extremely grateful for their efforts. 
 
At the Millennium Hall, in March this year an independent, professional survey was 
undertaken on the oak tree that sits behind the building. The conclusion of the report was 
that, erring on the side of caution, the tree should be ‘removed forthwith’. This confirmed 
the professional advice we had twice received in April and August 2020. 
 
The work to the tree was arranged for 3 April but, as a result of an objection to this essential 
work to safeguard life and buildings, we had to postpone the operation. This came at some 
cost to the VHT, as we had to pay the workmen who came and were idle for three hours. 
 
Now a lawyer has been engaged by the objector, which will mean further expense is likely 
before the failing tree is safely dealt with. 
 
This VHT report to the annual parish meeting deals with this matter at some length in order 
to set the record straight in the light of so many rumours circulating in the Village. 
 
On a more positive note, thanks to Suzanne and Ian Barker, Judy Wilthew, Philip Latham and 
Colin Craig-Gilby for their ideas, support and tireless work and to Alan and Val Thompson 
and the rest of the Garden Invaders for their brilliant efforts. 
 
We would also like to thank the Parish Council and Northumberland County Council for their 
financial support over the past twelve months. We are sincerely grateful. 
 


