
Renewable energy & climate change

Introduction
The village proposes an ambitious, but 
necessary, objective in relation to climate 
change and renewable energy:

To become a ‘zero carbon’ village 
by 2035.

Our overall approach to climate change is 
based on a hierarchy of objectives (see 
figure below) and reflects the policy set 
out in the Northumberland Local Plan.

Planning policies
Embedding energy efficiency and 
renewable energy into building design

New buildings, and extensions requiring 
planning permission, should be designed 
to minimise the use of energy and clean 
water.  Proposals must be supported by 
sufficient information to demonstrate how 
they:

(a) incorporate passive design measures to 
improve the efficiency of heating, cooling, 
ventilation and lighting, with passive solar 
gain, ventilation and energy efficiency 
maximised;

(b) include measures to reduce the waste 
generated during construction and ensure 
that there is appropriate storage space and 
segregation facilities for recyclable and 
non-recyclable waste;

(c) ensure that energy and water efficiency 
measures are incorporated into the 
development;

(d) incorporate on site energy generation 
from renewable sources; and,

(e) reduce energy demands of historic 
buildings.

Modifications to listed buildings

The installation of energy saving measures, 
if sensitive to the reasons for the listing, 
will be strongly encouraged. 

Environment & landscaping

Applications for planning permission will 
be required to show a landscaping scheme 
that encourages the use of planting and 
meadows and compensates for the 
footprint of the proposed development.

Sustainable drainage

Applicants for planning permission will be 
expected to investigate sustainable 
drainage from buildings, driveways and 
landscape features to mitigate the water 
flowing into surface water drainage.

Footpaths and cycle paths

New developments will be required to 
demonstrate how they reflect and support 
the policy to promote cycling and walking. 

Community action
Renewable energy

Renewable and low carbon energy 
generation development that are led by or 
meet the need of the local community will 
be encouraged. Proposals for individual 
and community scale energy will be 
supported subject to the following criteria:

• the siting and scale of the development 
is appropriate to its setting and position 
in the wider landscape;

• the proposed development does not 
create an unacceptable impact on the 
amenities of local residents or on 
features of natural or biodiversity 
importance.


