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Riding & Broomhaugh Parish Council

www.ridingmill.org

Cycle route 1:
Riding Mill – Broomley –
Stocksfield

Distance: 7.4 miles (via NCR 72)
Grade: Fairly easy with one uphill 
climb

1 Start from the old school 
playground. If you are a visitor to 
Riding Mill, you can leave your 
car there.
Start your ride by cycling up 
Whiteside Bank. This is 
moderately steep for about one 
third of a mile but has the virtue 
that most of the rest of the ride 
is then downhill.
At the top of Whiteside Bank, the 
old road turns into a footpath. 
Easy going for mountain bikes 
but watch out for tree roots if 
you are on a road bike.
At the end of the path, there is a 
very steep but very short slope. 
Take care. This brings you on to 
the A68. You can either cross the 
road and follow the bridle way 
immediately to your left or you 
can head south on the A68 for 
about 300 metres and then turn 
left towards Broomley.
The bridle way is easily passable 
for mountain bikes but not 
suitable for road bikes. At the 
end of the bridle way, turn right 
on to Dere Street. Look out for 
the beehives on your left.
At the end of Dere Street, turn 
left on to the Broomley Road.

At Broomley, go straight on 
along a track that is not suitable 
for motor vehicles. Other options 
are to turn left here and follow a 
narrow but metalled road down 
to the A695, or turn right to 
Wheelbirks, and then left 
through Hindley to bring you to 
8.
Cross the Hindley Road taking a 
narrow road down to the 
Guessburn and turn left at the 
bottom. This takes you through a 
ford.
Turn left into Ridley Mill Road 
and go past the old mill. Then 
through a very short but quite 
narrow footpath to Guessburn
From here you can cycle to the 
A695 and then turn left to bring 
you back to Riding Mill.
A great alternative is to cross the 
footbridge at the railway station 
and take the back road to Bywell 
along NCR72. When you reach 
the A68, there is a well trodden 
footpath and you can join the 
A68 at this point and then ride 
around 200m to the 
Broomhaugh Roundabout.
From here it is less than a mile 
back to Riding Mill where you 
can visit the Wellington for a 
well-earned drink.

Surveys and consultations for the 
neighbourhood plan revealed 
that residents are keen to walk 
more and to cycle more as a way 
of improving health and well-
being. This short cycle route is 
the first of a proposed series of 
local routes that, it is hoped, will 
encourage more residents to 
explore our wonderful 
countryside.
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