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Parish Council  
Information 

 
Your local parish councillors 

are: 
 

Pam Bridges 
Eileen Carew 
Andy Dunhill  

Christine Howe (Chair) 
David Irwin 

Stephen Lightley 
David McKenzie MBE 

Jill Mills 
Brian Singer (Vice-Chair) 

 
Contact details for 
Catherine Harrison, 

Parish Clerk 
01434 682348 (office hours  

only please) or email  
ridingmillclerk@gmail.com 

 
Dates for forthcoming Parish 

Council Meetings  
7.45 pm  

(public questions from 7.15 
pm) 

 
14th November 2022 
12th December 2022 

9th January 2023 
13th February 2023 
13th March 2023 
17th April 2023 
8th May 2023 

12th June 2023 
10th July 2023 

11th September 2023 
9th October 2023 

13th November 2023 
11th December 2023 

 
 

Please consult agenda  
for venue 

 
Annual Parish Meeting 
May 2023 – date to be  

confirmed 
 
 

Contact details for County 
Councillor Anne Dale, 

01434 673326 or email 
anne.dale@northumberland.g

ov.uk  
 
 

Keep updated with village 
news or check out the 

Minutes from PC meetings  
www.ridingmill.org 

 
 

Broomhaugh & Riding Parish Council 

Caring about where you live 

 

NEWSLETTER  

With Covid not gone, but on 
the way out, life started to 
get back to the usual 
routine. Coffee mornings and 
drop-ins returned as did 
many of the clubs. Hopefully 
things will stay at this level 
throughout the coming 
winter. 
 
Parish activity has not been 
conspicuous, but we have 
carried out tree inspections, 
bridge surveys and added a 
disabled gate to the sports 
field.  The year was, 
however, dominated first by 
the jubilee and then the 
death of the Queen, which 
though expected was 
nevertheless a shock and a 
loss to most of us - she will 
be missed. However, the 
following have been 
noteworthy: 
 
Neighbourhood Plan: This 
has been progressing, 
although with declining 
support (participants always 
welcome!) and 
Northumberland County 
Council has recently agreed 
that it can move to the 
Consultation Stage. Our 
Annual General Meeting was 
attended by a considerable 
number of parishioners keen 
to hear from Bradley Hall 
about our work on the 
housing front. The 
Broomhaugh site concept 
project by them was well 
supported by those present. 
Included in this newsletter is 
a Neighbourhood Plan 
supplement detailing the 
next stages of the Plan. 
 
Jubilee: The four days of 
celebrations from all sections 
of our parish went extremely 
well, in no small part due to 
the ‘usual suspects’ giving 
their time and energy. 
Despite the poor weather 
(the hot drinks stall did 
extremely well!) the sports 
day was well attended and it 
was lovely to see so many 

children participating.   
 
Village History trail: This 
project was completed, 
received planning permission 
and was installed in February 
this year. The signs look well 
in their locations and 
favourable comments have 
been received. 
 
Mill pond and woods: Ash 
dieback continues to blight 
the Marchburn woods, but 
saplings have been planted 
as replacements, a hedge 
has been started alongside 
the upper part of Marchburn 
Lane and crowded out 
existing saplings are 
beginning to show through. 
Work is ongoing in line with 
the tree survey. 
 
There is some slippage to 
the slope above the river 
bend and we are trying to 
limit the tree fall, but this is 
natural erosion and there is 
not a lot we can do to 
prevent this.  
 

See the back 
page for your 

guide to 
what’s on 

and how to 
get involved. 

Issue 8 - October 2022 

Christine Howe, Chair of 
the Parish Council 

The pond and leat filled up 
well in the spring, but with 
the hot weather this 
summer, it is now dry. 
Planning for the next stage 
will begin shortly. 
 
Planning: The Fold House 
application was turned 
down at appeal, to the 
delight of most of our 
parishioners. However, two 
schemes in the village are 
currently of concern i.e. 
Manor House housing and 
Tennis Club lighting.  
 
The Manor House scheme 
now includes two 
affordable housing units, 
but the entrance has not 
been amended. The 
applicants currently 
contend that the stone wall 
is not part of the listing and 
this is subject to legal 
argument. The Parish 
Council still oppose this 
scheme, which is felt not to 
be the best use of a good 
site at the heart of our 
village. 

Cont. overleaf 

mailto:ridingmillclerk@gmail.com
mailto:anne.dale@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:anne.dale@northumberland.gov.uk
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I have been saddened by 
vitriolic comments from 
both sides of the argument 
for external lighting to the 
tennis courts and the 
tensions arising in the 
village. The planners asked 
(as we did) for further 
information on ecology and 
lighting and this has now 
been provided. The 
expected expiry date now 
appears to be 16th 
November, but no date has 
been set for the committee 
meeting. 
 
Pedestrian crossing: 
The pedestrian crossing 
was eventually installed 
after much delay (only 4 
years after it was 
promised) and thanks for 
that must go to our County 
Councillor, Anne Dale. 

Graffiti: We seem to have 
a budding artist in our 
midst! I’m sure we could 
find a better venue for the 
person who is ‘signing’ our 
village features? 
 
As always, we welcome 
the input and support 
of residents. Roll on 
2023. 
 

Chair’s report continued. 

The Parish Council 
maintains an email 
list and sends out 

updates about 
community matters 
and events.  If you 

would like to 
receive a copy, 
please visit our 

website and 
complete the sign 
up form or contact 

the Clerk. 

SMALL GRANTS: 

The PC can on occasion offer 
small grants to clubs and 
organisations in the village.  
Further information can be 
obtained from the Clerk and 
written requests should be 
submitted by 31st October 
each year. 

 

Last year, we made awards to 
the following village clubs and 
local charities: Tea & tots Baby 
and Toddler Group, Outdoor 
Pre-School, Garden Invaders at 
the Parish Hall, Tuesday Drop-
in Group, Great North Air 
Ambulance, Tynedale Hospice 
and Sport Tynedale. 

 

We have also recruited Natural 
Ability, a charity based in 
Hexham, to maintain our small 
edible garden each month.   

The charity “provides an 
environment where people with 
learning and other disabilities 
live and work as valued and 
contributing members of the 
community”.  The charity 
ensures that each person is 
paid an hourly wage for their 
work - something which doesn’t 
happen at many other 
organisations. 

Play Park 

Our older pieces of play 
equipment, installed back in 
2001, are beginning to get a 
little worn.  We are therefore 
in the process of getting 

quotes to replace some of the 
platforms and ropes and 
hope to ‘spruce up’ the park 
in the next few months – we 
may even add one or two 
pieces of new equipment. 

Village History Trail 

We are delighted with our 
new history trail which was 
part-funded by County 
Councillor Anne Dale.  Great 
for when visiting friends and 

family would like a quick tour 
of the village. Leaflets can be 
found by the Spinney or 
Parish Hall or downloaded 
from our website (https://
ridingmill.org/broomhaugh-
riding-mill-history-trail/). 

 

 

 

Broomhaugh First School 
is taking part in an exciting 
visual arts trail in 
Northumberland and 
receiving its very own 
illuminated sheep later this 
month – you may have seen 
the news story on Look 
North.  The art trail 
celebrates the arrival of The 
Lindisfarne Gospels in the 
North East and is inspired by 
the Gospels’ themes of light 
and pilgrimage.  The sheep 
will have its very own pen in 
the foyer of the school 
decorated by the children 
who are busy making their 
own sheep to join it, creating 

a Broomhaugh Flock.    
 
The sheep are currently 
touring the region before 
they will separate creating a 
number of free art trails 
across Northumberland.  
Follow their journey on social 
media by searching 
#FindTheFlock. 

The sheep should be arriving 
on Monday, 24th October and 
we will circulate details of 
the art trails as soon as they 
are published.   
 
The Lindisfarne Gospels are 
on display at the Laing Art 
Gallery from now until 3rd 
December (ticketed entry).   

The Parish 
Council now 

meets monthly, 
except for 

August 

https://ridingmill.org/broomhaugh-riding-mill-history-trail/
https://ridingmill.org/broomhaugh-riding-mill-history-trail/
https://ridingmill.org/broomhaugh-riding-mill-history-trail/
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Platinum Jubilee  
Weekend 

After Covid and the lockdowns, the village took the 
opportunity to really celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
We enjoyed a bumper weekend of events from Trooping the 
Colour screened in the Parish Hall, memorabilia exhibitions, 

afternoon teas, all rounded off with our spectacular sports day 
and jubilee picnic.  Huge thanks go to everyone who helped 
organise the events and to the following organisations which 
sponsored them: Osbit, Fentimans, Northumberland County 
Council.  Funds raised at the picnic helped part-fund a new 
seat for the grounds of the Parish Hall and new planters for 

both ends of the village which will be installed shortly. 

In remembrance 

Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

1926 - 2022 
Additional photographs taken by Phil Benton available to view on  
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
vanity=philbentonphotography&set=a.436531178475658 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=philbentonphotography&set=a.436531178475658
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=philbentonphotography&set=a.436531178475658
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Local Transport Plan 
(LTP): Each year, the 
County Council asks us to 
submit three highways or 
transport priority issues for 
possible inclusion in the 
LTP programme.  This 
year, we have suggested 
the following: 

1. Pedestrian and cycleway 
alongside A68 - Whiteside 
Bank to Healey junction 

2. EV charging points to be 
installed in the Old 
Playground and at the 
bottom of Whiteside Bank 

3. Resurfacing of roads: 
Slaley Road to Beauclerc, 
Sandy Bank and Meadow 
Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Parish Council has 
received a number of 
requests to install 
additional defibrillators in 
the Parish.  Ideally, if funds 
were bountiful, a defibrillator 
every 100 m or within a 3 
minute walk (1½ minutes 
each way) is recommended, 
but that is never going to be 
possible.  We will start to 
look at the feasibility of 
installing a defibrillator at the 
sports pavilion and one of 
the residents’ groups is 
hoping to fundraise for one 
too. 
 
However, one of the 
fundamental problems in a 
cardiac arrest situation is a 
large proportion of all 999 
calls come from lone 
rescuers.  They can’t leave 
the patient to fetch the 
defibrillator so it ends up not 
being deployed.  At a time 
when community resilience 
is important (we’ve all read 
the stories about ambulance 
delays) do we have 
volunteers within the 
village who might be able 
to help? 
 
There seem to be two 
schemes we could explore – 
the North East Ambulance 
Service supports Community 
First Responders – residents 
that have undergone training 
and who could be deployed 
by the ambulance service 
when required.  Volunteers 
sign up for “shifts” when  

 
 
 
 
 
 
they might be called upon to 
help.  Alternatively, the 
Community Heartbeat Trust 
can provide a volunteer 
emergency telephone system 
(VETS) which is a community
-run system and enables up 
to 10 “good neighbours” to 
assist pending the arrival of 
the emergency services. A 
local number is used as a 
single point of contact using 
"Hunting-Group" technology 
to ring all volunteers phone 
numbers simultaneously.  
The system can also be used 
for any emergency where 
additional help is required 
from neighbours. These 
volunteers don’t need 
specific training although a 
basic CPR course would be 
arranged.  Volunteers 
wouldn’t sign up for shifts 
instead they could be 
contacted anytime in the 
hope that one of the ten 
would be available to help. 
 
Before exploring the options, 
we need to establish if 
enough people are willing to 
help so if this could be you, 
please contact the Clerk 
(ridingmillclerk@gmail.com) 
to register your interest. 
 

Correcting an error from 
our past: the Riding Mill 
War Memorial duly records 
those members of our 
community who lost their 
lives in the First and Second 
World Wars and ensures that 
“their names liveth for 
evermore”.  Back in 2018, in 
preparation for the 
centenary commemorations 
of the First World War, two 
local residents interested in 
local history decided to 
research all the names on 
the memorial.  One name, 
Frederick Best serving in the 
RAF, could not be traced and 
after diligent research they 
discovered a Frederick Best 
but he had served in the 
Royal Engineers and died in 
Italy as a prisoner of war in 
1942 – his grave is located 
within the Milan War 
Cemetery and reads: 

Son of John and Annie Best 
of Riding Mill, 
Northumberland 

In proud and loving memory 
of our beloved son.  Always 
in our thoughts.    

Why his regiment was 
recorded incorrectly on the 
village war memorial cannot 
be explained but to properly 
honour Fred’s memory we 
think it should be corrected.  
The village war memorial is 
Grade II listed which means 
any changes to the Second 
World War plaque must be 
undertaken by a specialist 
metal conservator. We are 
hopeful that the Royal 
Engineers will make a 
contribution to help pay for 
this specialist work but we 
are also starting a crowd 
funding campaign – for more 
details or to make a donation 
please visit: https://
crowdfunder.co.uk/p/war-
memorial-correction.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’d also love to find out 
more about Fred Best and 
his family if we can – we’ve 
established his father was 
the chauffeur at Stelling Hall 
near Newton in 1921 when 
Fred was 8.  Also, both his 
brothers, John and Alfred, 
appear to have lived in the 
village in the 50s and 60s – 
if you knew the family please 
do get in touch. 

 

Improvements to 
Footpaths: As you will see 
from the Community Actions 
listed in the Neighbourhood 
Plan supplement, the Parish 
Council is keen to promote 
the use of local footpaths 
and will work with 
landowners and the County 
Council to improve the 
current provision. 

We’ve recently undertaken a 
survey of footpaths leading 
to Shilford Woods.  Whilst 
easily accessible for most 
during the summer, these 
footpaths become very 
muddy in places during the 
winter which deters some 
walkers.  We aim to work 
with the County Council over 
the next year, to fix or install 
land drains and resurface 
some sections.  The County 
Council will also cut back 
overgrown hedges which are 
restricting the width of the 
paths.  They also plan to 
replace broken stiles.  Other 
areas of the footpath 

network will be tackled as 
funding allows. 
 
We are also working on a 
cycle route leaflet for the 
area.  Our first suggested 
route is available on the 
website (click on Riding Mill 
Walks and Cycle Routes in 
the righthand column).  We 
aim to add more in the 
coming months and are 
happy to consider residents’ 
suggestions. 
 

 

 

https://crowdfunder.co.uk/p/war-memorial-correction
https://crowdfunder.co.uk/p/war-memorial-correction
https://crowdfunder.co.uk/p/war-memorial-correction
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A summary of the Plan is 
reproduced below for 
information: 

Background to our Plan 

Neighbourhood plans allow 
local communities to have a 
greater say in the future 
development of their areas.  
They include planning 
policies which guide the use 
and development of land 
and buildings.   

Neighbourhood plans do not 
need to repeat planning 
policies contained within the 
Northumberland Local Plan; 
they can however add 
important local detail.  They 
can also include community 
actions which relate to other 
areas of work and projects. 

For the policies contained 
within a neighbourhood plan 
to be used by 
Northumberland County 
Council to inform decisions 
on planning applications, the 
Plan must pass an 
independent examination 
and be supported by the 
local community in a 
referendum. 

Work on the Broomhaugh & 
Riding Neighbourhood Plan 
started with a survey which 
was sent to all households 
in January 2021.  This 
helped to inform the issues 
for our Plan to address as 
well as highlighting 
additional work that needed 
to be undertaken. 

The Parish Council created a 
steering group to lead the 
work on the Plan.  Below 
this, six topic-based working 
groups explored and made 
suggestions for the areas of: 
built environment (including 
housing), natural 
environment, transport, 

climate change and energy, 
health and wellbeing, and 
the local economy.  

During November and 
December 2021, we held a 
community consultation to 
present the outcomes of the 
initial work on the Plan.  
This summarised the key 
issues and opportunities and 
described how planning 
policies and community 
actions could be developed 
in response. 

Informed by the community 
feedback and additional 
work we have prepared a 
draft neighbourhood plan 
and we need your views. 
 
Our vision and objectives 
 

 
 

The vision is supported by 
six objectives which clearly 
relate to the issues 
identified through early 
engagement: 

 
1. Built environment - to 

ensure that the built 
environment respects 
and protects our heritage 
whilst delivering a 

balanced provision of 
housing, reflecting the 
demographics of the 
parish and meeting the 
design policy and zero 
carbon targets; 

2. Natural environment - 
to achieve an 
environment which is 
optimal for the health of 
people, flora and fauna, 
is in keeping with the 
dark skies initiative and 
optimises aesthetics and 
which maintains a safe 
and hospitable 
environment; 

3. Transport - to become 
a more attractive place 
to live and visit through 
better connections to 
different modes of public 
transport and easier to 
navigate as a pedestrian 
and cyclist with improved 
wayfinding; 

4. Climate change and 
energy - to become a 
‘zero carbon’ village by 
2035; 

5. Health and wellbeing  
- to provide a lovely and 
friendly environment in 
which to live, providing 
residents of all ages with 
the opportunity to 
engage in a wide range 
of leisure and 
recreational activities for 
the benefit of their health 
and wellbeing; 

6. Local economy - to 
recognise the growth in 
home working and to 
ensure that local services 
meet the requirements of 
those choosing to spend 
more time working from 
home. 

  
Neighbourhood 

Plan Vision 
  

  

Making the most of 
our heritage, 

connectivity and rural 
environment, we 

aspire to become a 
more balanced, 

diverse and 
sustainable 
community. 

  

Broomhaugh & Riding Draft 

Neighbourhood Plan  

Update - October 2022 

 

Northumberland County 
Council’s neighbourhood 
team have now agreed that 
we can move to the 
Consultation Stage.  A 
strategic environmental 
assessment has not been 
necessary; neither has a 
habitat regulations 
assessment.  This should be 
ratified by Natural England 
shortly.   

This consultation means that 
we would like all residents to 
comment on the Plan; any 
comments will be taken on 
board by the Steering Group 
and our consultant, and the 
Plan adjusted to take 
account of any agreed 
amendments. The final Plan 
will then be submitted to 
Northumberland County 
Council (NCC), who will send 
it for examination by an 
independent examiner. If 
acceptable, NCC will 
organise a referendum for 
the whole parish. 

The six week consultation 
will be your last chance to 
input into the Plan before 
we submit it to NCC and we 
very much welcome any 
comments you may have. 
The Plan will be online on 
our website, available in 
hard copy at the Parish Hall 
with hard copies on request 
for those of you without 
access to a computer.  

A drop-in event will be 
held in the Supper 
Room at the Parish Hall 
on Saturday 5th 
November from 10 am - 
3 pm when members of 
the Steering Group and 
our planning consultant 
will be available to 
answer questions.  
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Eight planning policies 
are proposed to deliver 
the vision and 
objectives: 

• Embedding energy 
efficiency and 
renewable energy – 
seeks to ensure that all 
new developments within 
the parish will embed a 
commitment to 
sustainable design and 
construction.  The policy 
requires development to 
incorporate measures to 
improve energy and 
water efficiency, reduce 
waste, embed energy 
generation from 
renewable sources, as 
well as reducing the 
energy demands of 
historic buildings; 

• Design – requires new 
development to conserve 
and enhance local 
distinctiveness by 
demonstrating high 
quality design.  The 
policy includes several 
considerations for new 
development, including 
scale, heritage, materials, 
sustainability, protecting 
amenity, parking and 
accessibility, natural 
environment and 
pollution; 

• Local green space – 
the policy proposes 10 
sites to be protected as 
local green space: The 
Spinney, land adjacent to 
Wentworth Grange, land 
adjacent to East View, 
old trackway off Long 
Rigg, woodland to the 
south of the playpark, 
A695 verge to 
Broomhaugh roundabout, 
grass and woodland 
adjacent to the tennis 
court, Marchburn Woods/ 
Mill Pond and the Parish 
Hall grassland; 

• Land south east of 
Manor House – the 
policy proposes the 
allocation of the site for 
the delivery of around 12 
homes.  It requires the 
preparation of a 
masterplan, the delivery 
of homes that are needed 
in the parish (including 
smaller properties), 
appropriate access to the 
site preferably via Manor 
House or new access with 
Hollin Hill Terrace, high 
quality design, 
landscaping and tree 
planting, provision of 
open space, as well as 
car and cycle parking; 

 

• Riding Farm – the 
policy proposes the 
allocation of the site for 
the delivery of three 
homes.  Again, reference 
is included to the need 
for smaller homes and 
that the development 
must deliver high quality 
design, appropriate tree 
planting and landscaping, 
as well as car and cycle 
parking.  In addition, 
there is the need for the 
development to sustain 
and enhance the 
significance of the 
adjacent heritage assets; 

• Housing development 
on unallocated sites – 
supports the 
development of new 
homes where specific 
criteria are met.  
Reference is made to 
supporting limited 
affordable housing for 
local community needs 
within the Green Belt 
where it meets the 
requirements defined 
within the 
Northumberland Local 
Plan; 

• Accessibility – provides 
policy support for new 
development that would 
protect, improve and/or 

extend the existing public 
rights of way network, 
allowing greater access 
for all.  Reference is 
made to supporting the 
delivery of a new route 
for cyclists, pedestrians 
and horse riders 
connecting Riding Mill to 
Hexham, via Corbridge 
and to Stocksfield;  

• Sustainable transport 
and new development 
– the policy provides 
support for development 
that maximises the use of 
sustainable modes of 
transport.  It requires 
applicants to 
demonstrate how 
development has been 
designed and located to 
promote cycling and 
walking and reduce the 
need to travel, create 
places that are safe for 
cyclists and pedestrians, 
support sustainable 
transport choices, 
incorporate appropriate 
levels of parking and 
encourage the provision 
of electric charging 
points. 

 

 

Draft Planning Policies 

How to comment 

The full draft of the Plan and the supporting evidence papers are available online at https://
ridingmill.org/neighbourhood-plan/  

We need your comments to ensure the Plan and policies we have drafted fully reflect the views of 
local people.  You can comment in the following ways: 

• By attending the drop in event: Saturday 5th November 10am - 3pm, Supper Room, Parish Hall  

• By using the online form available at: https://ridingmill.org/neighbourhood-plan/  

• By email to: ridingmillclerk@gmail.com; or 

• By letter to: Broomhaugh & Riding Parish Council, 10 Church Close, Riding Mill, 
Northumberland, NE44 6DP. 

 

https://ridingmill.org/neighbourhood-plan/
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The Draft Plan includes 
22 community actions 
covering a wide variety of 
projects including: 
townscape and 
streetscape 
enhancements, 
protection of wildlife, 
street lighting 
enhancements, 
establishment of a 
community trust, tree 
planting, footpath and 
bridleway enhancements, 
creation of safe walking 
and cycling routes, 
reducing the impact of 
heavy road traffic, 
promotion of renewable 
energy generation and 
reducing energy use, 
promoting the existing 
rights of way network 
and extending the 
network, as well as 
supporting participation 
in village sports clubs and 
groups. 

1. Built  environment  

Objective: to ensure that 
the built environment 
respects and protects our 
heritage whilst delivering 
a balanced provision of 
housing, reflecting the 
demographics of the 
parish and meeting the 
design code requirements 
and zero carbon targets  

The Neighbourhood Plan will 
now include policies for rural 
exception sites, rather than 
allocating any specific sites 
within the green belt. NCC 
have declined to support us 
in a review of areas of the 
green belt adjacent to the 
village. In particular, the 
Parish Council will work with 
Bradley Hall and their clients 
to progress the site identified 
east of Ford Terrace.  
 
Community action BE1: 
To improve townscape 
and streetscape as 
opportunities arise 
 
-the grassed area beside 
Bobby’s shop 

NCC are happy for us to do 
something with this area, but 
this will be at our own 
expense. Please submit any 
ideas you may have to the 
Parish Clerk and these will be 

investigated by the sub 
group. 

-replacing and improving the 
planters at the village 
entrances 

The old rotting planters are 
to be replaced later this year. 

-the large tarmac area at the 
bottom of Whiteside Bank 

Again we would welcome 
residents’ ideas. 

 

2. Natural Environment 

Objective: to achieve an 
environment which is 
optimal for the health of 
people, flora and fauna, is 
in keeping with the dark 
skies initiative and 
optimises aesthetics and 
which maintains a safe 
and hospitable 
environment. 

Whilst we wait for 
confirmation of areas to be 
designated 'protected open 
space', we need to gather 
information in regard to the 
following four actions. 

- We need you to tell us if 
you live in a street where the 
lighting is obtrusive 

- We need you to tell us 
where you think a 
community orchard might be 
located? 

- We need you to tell us if 
you would like to help set up 
a community trust 

- And lastly, how could we 
further the natural 
environment knowledge 
within the village? 

All ideas and help are very 
welcome. 

 
Community action NE1: 
Wildlife  

To improve litter 
management in wildlife 
corridors/routes and work 
with local stakeholders 
to provide and improve 
interpretation about wildlife 
to increase local knowledge/
interest. 
 
Community action NE2: 
Street lighting  
To work with NCC to remove 
poorly designed street 
lighting with improved ‘dark 
sky compatible’ luminaires. 
 

Community action NE3: 
Community trust  
To establish a Community 
Trust which promotes and 
supports the natural 
environment. The 
Parish Council will create a 
Community Trust which will: 
- Own, purchase, lease or act 
as guardian over land; 
- Carry out planting and 
maintenance; 
- Actively seek and manage 
donations, grants and 
legacies given to support the 
natural environment within 
the Parish of Broomhaugh & 
Riding. 
 
Community action NE4: 
Tree planting 
To promote tree planting to 
reach a target of 30% tree 
cover the Parish Council will 
encourage the planting of 
more trees, especially native 
trees, within and around the 
village. When possible, the 
parish will be willing to 
become involved in both the 
design and the planting of 
tree programmes. The Parish 
Council will encourage the 
planting of more trees, 
especially native trees, within 
and around the village, 
where compatible with 
existing nature conservation 
interest. 
 
3. Transport 
 
Objective: to become a 
more attractive place to 
live and visit through 
better connections to 
different modes of public 
transport and easier to 
navigate as a pedestrian 
and cyclist with improved 
wayfinding. 

The results of the parish 
survey identified a number of 
concerns relating to traffic 
speeds and the lack of safe 
routes for pedestrians and 
cyclists. Reducing traffic 
depends on the availability of 
attractive alternatives. The 
village is part of a great 
network of local footpaths 
and leisure trails but lacks 
good pedestrian and cycling 
routes to neighbouring 
settlements. Improving 
amenities for pedestrians and 
cyclists – and reducing the 
level of heavy traffic 
traversing the village – 
cannot be delivered through 
planning policies but can, 

potentially, be delivered 
through the Parish Council 
and others working together 
on a range of actions. We 
recognise that many of these 
will require funding, but we 
will ensure that we are ready 
for any funding opportunities 
by preparing proposals so 
that we can take advantage 
of any funding that may 
become available. The village 
has reasonable provision of 
public transport (two buses 
and one train per hour in 
each direction between 
Newcastle and Hexham), but 
in common with many rural 
areas there is no integration 
of timetables or fares. An 
attractive system of public 
transport will provide 
opportunities to travel that 
meet the needs of residents 
and visitors, delivered 
reliably and cost effectively. 
There are both threats and 
opportunities. A recent 
review of local bus services 
resulted in no significant 
changes to the Newcastle - 
Hexham route, but the 
possibility of future 
reductions can't be 
eliminated. Opportunities lie 
in the Transport Plan 
produced recently by 
Transport North East, and 
the likely new mayoral 
combined authority 
embracing Northumberland 
that will have transport 
powers. 
 
Community action T1: 
Footpath and bridleway 
enhancements 
To enhance and develop the 
local network of footpaths 
and bridleways, the Parish 
Council and its rights of way 
group will seek opportunities 
to extend the local network 
of footpaths. 
 
Community action T2: 
Safe walking and cycling 
routes to Hexham and 
Stocksfield 
To secure safe walking and 
cycling routes to Hexham via 
Corbridge and Stocksfield, 
the Parish Council will work 
with Northumberland County 
Council and groups 
promoting active travel to 
develop routes. 
 
Community action T3: 
Impact of heavy road 
traffic 
To improve the streetscape 
and reduce the adverse 
impacts of heavy road traffic 

Draft Community Actions 
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through the village, the 
Parish Council will work with 
the Highway Authority. 
 
Community action T4: 
Public Transport 
To protect and enhance the 
current level of public 
transport provision, the 
Parish Council will work with 
transport providers and the 
regional transport authority. 
 

4. Climate Change & 
Energy 
 
Objective: to become a 
“zero carbon” village by 
2035. 
 
Have you noticed how many 
electric vehicles we have 
suddenly in Riding Mill?  The 
results of the Parish survey 
and of other local meetings 
have demonstrated 
considerable local appetite 
for green energy production 
and for action to combat 
climate change and its 
effects.  This aligns with the 
Northumberland Local 
Plan.  In addition, many of 
the actions to help climate 
change have other broader 
benefits, such as improving 
physical fitness by walking or 
cycling rather than using a 
car, so many “climate 
change” actions tie into other 
areas of our local Plan.  A 
neighbourhood plan cannot 
override national legislation 
but it can give impetus to 
planning authorities to take 
local concerns into account.   

The renewable energy and 
climate change group have 
identified several actions 
likely to be beneficial in the 
fight against climate change, 
including use of solar panels 
or other renewable energy 
sources, charging points for 
electric vehicles,  
encouraging  the use of bikes 
and e-bikes, improved 
pedestrian access and an aim 
to improve the energy 
efficiency of existing homes 
(rather than knocking down 
and starting again). Sadly, 
we also need to consider 
mitigation of the effects of 
climate change which are 
already with us, the most 
obvious being flooding to low
-lying areas of the 
parish. Prediction of likely 
local effects, and planning 
action to prevent damage, 
should be another part of our 
Plan. 
 
The fight against climate 
change has to be continuous 
and our local action will not 

stop with the production of 
our Plan.  However, it is 
important that we 
demonstrate the strength of 
local feeling on this subject, 
as our Plan will inform local 
planning policy for some 
time. We are keen that the 
climate change group 
continues to meet as a forum 
for the village and would 
welcome anyone who would 
like to come and learn more. 
 
Community action CC1: 
Utilisation of energy from 
renewable sources 
The Parish Council will 
actively encourage residents 
to source their energy from 
energy companies that have 
made a commitment to 
maximising the use of 
renewable sources. 
 
Community action CC2: 
Promotion of domestic 
renewable energy 
generation 
The Parish Council will create 
a section on its website 
specifically to support 
residents who 
wish to explore the 
installation of renewable 
energy mechanisms. 
 
Community action CC3: 
Reduction in energy use 
The Parish Council will offer 
advice to residents who wish 
to explore how they can 
reduce their energy 
consumption through 
improved insulation. 
 
Community action CC4: 
Community renewables 
The Parish Council will seek 
funding to allow it to 
undertake feasibility and 
other studies with the 
intention of designing and 
implementing a renewable 
energy scheme. 
 
5. Health & Wellbeing 
 
Objective: to provide a 
lovely and friendly 
environment in which to 
live, providing residents 
of all ages with the 
opportunity to engage in 
a wide range of leisure 
and recreational activities 
for the benefit of their 
health and wellbeing. 
 
The group has met with 
NCC’s Footpaths Officer twice 
to discuss how to progress 
the Community Actions 
included in the Plan. The 
second meeting included an  
inspection of a number of the 
footpaths in the parish to 
identify courses of action to 

improve the condition of 
those paths. 
 
We have also attended an 
inaugural meeting of a Tyne 
Valley Parish group to 
explore the creation of a 
traffic free cycle route from 
Wylam to Haltwhistle. 
 
We are keen to establish the 
level of interest from the 
parish in relaunching the 
Riding Mill Society, an 
organisation to arrange talks, 
presentations and community 
events and we ask members 
of the parish to give us your 
views. Likewise, following the 
success of the picnic and 
sports day to mark the late 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this 
year, what degree of interest 
is there in relaunching an 
annual Summer Fair? 
 
Community action H1: 
Promotion of walks and 
footpaths 
The Parish Council will 
publish a series of walks and 
viewpoints around the parish 
promoting the existing rights 
of way. A map of the existing 
rights of way and permissive 
footpaths in the parish is 
included on the policies map 
(see main document on the 
website). 
 
Community action H2: 
Extending the footpath 
network 
Proposals for extensions to 
the existing rights of ways 
and suggestions for 
permissive footpaths have 
been identified. As these will 
enhance the choice and 
quality of walks, the 
Parish Council will approach 
local landowners to explore 
such proposals. 
 
Community action H3: 
Riverside footpath to 
Corbridge 
The Parish Council will 
continue to lobby NCC to 
reinstate and 
enhance the existing 
riverside right of way from 
Riding Mill to Corbridge. 
 
Community action H4: 
Hadrian’s cycleway link 
It is proposed to create a 
cycle path along the A695 
from Riding Mill to 
Stocksfield. As well as 
providing a safe and green 
link for cyclists and 
pedestrians to enjoy leisure 
activities and to travel to 
work in the Tyne valley, it 
will also provide a link to 
Hadrian’s Cycle Way to the 
north of Bywell bridge. 

Community action H5: 
New cycleway and 
footpath west of A68, 
south of High Shilford 
Farm 
It is proposed to create a 
cycle way and footpath on 
the west side of the A68 
from the top of Whiteside 
Bank to the junction with the 
Broomley Road and the 
Healey Road, enabling 
cyclists and ramblers to 
reach the Healey Road from 
the village safely and then to 
link to other routes 
accessible from the Healey 
Road. 
 
Community action H6: 
New footbridge over the 
A68 
The Parish Council will 
prepare a proposal and will 
seek funding to install a 
footbridge over the A68 to 
link Whiteside Bank and Dere 
Street which was cut off 
when the A68 was built. 
This would thus obviate the 
need to cross the A68 by the 
Farm which is a dangerous 
but popular crossing point for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Community action H7: 
Participation in village 
sporting clubs 
The Parish Council wishes to 
see the tennis, cricket and 
football clubs continue to 
prosper and provide activities 
for younger players to learn 
these sports. Wider 
participation from residents 
will be encouraged.  
 
Community action H8: 
Riding Mill Society 
The Parish Council will gauge 
the level of village 
enthusiasm to relaunch the 
Riding Mill Society – which 
could organise talks, 
presentations and community 
events. 
 
Community action H9: 
Summer fair 
The Parish Council will gauge 
the level of village 
enthusiasm to relaunch the 
summer fair which could help 
to build links and 
relationships within the local 
community and, if there is 
sufficient interest, support 
the creation of an organising 
committee. 
 
 
6. Local Economy 
 
It is considered that planning 
policies will support the 
delivery of objective 6 and 
there is no need to identify 
community actions. 



9 

Income 
    

  2021/22  2020/21 

Precept £42,000 £42,000 

Interest  £32 £40 

Rents, Covenants, Wayleaves 5  £6,145 £17,368  

Grants and donations 6 £36,975 £13,312 

Miscellaneous  £0 £65 

TOTAL (excluding VAT) £85,152  £72,785 

Expenditure 

   2021/22 2020/21 

Staff Costs 1  £10,805  £6,314 

Insurance  £2,112 £1,877 

General Admin 

(Stationery, room hire, sub-
scriptions and website costs) 

 £2,332 £2,489 

Professional fees 

(legal, audit and statutory in-
spection fees) 

 £1,078 £802 

Donations 2  £4,110 £7,500 

Maintenance 

(Grass cutting, tree works, 
maintenance of assets including 
Play Park etc.) 

 £14,626 £9,204 

Capital Expenditure 3  £59,088 £1,500 

Miscellaneous  £4,704 £3,343 

Transfer to the reserves 4  £3,100 £19,500 

TOTAL (excluding VAT) £101,955 £52,529 

Broomhaugh First School 
News 

The children at school care 
greatly about the planet and 
have been looking at ways 
that they can help recycle 
items rather than throw 
them away.  

Clothes: to help recycle 
clothes there is now a 
collection container in the 
car park.  This can be used 
by all the community.  The 
school receives a donation 
based on the weight of the 
items collected. 50% of 
these funds are retained by 
the school and 50% are 
donated to a charity chosen 
by the children. 

Books: the school will 
shortly be installing a 
community book swap 
library outside the main 
entrance and would 
encourage everyone to use 
it when passing.   

Improvements to the 
Spinney 

The Spinney is a lovely 
village resource.  It was 
donated to the community 
back in 1968 by the then 
owners of Oaklands Manor 
and is used by the school 
and pre-school and by 
residents who just want to 
take a few moments to 
enjoy nature.  It’s home to 
many birds and insects.   

To link it to the new 
community space in the 

churchyard, we have 
installed a gate which 
potentially now allows 
access for those in 
wheelchairs or pushing 
prams (although the terrain 
is a little uneven in places).  

We have also installed a 
number of bug hotels and 
bird boxes which 
complements the  
information sign we installed 
a few years ago.   

Donations of spring bulbs to 
further enhance the space 
would be greatly 
appreciated. 

We publish our accounts 
each year on our website and 
the notice board.  As a 
resident of the Parish you 
have the right to view the 
accounts at certain times 
each year.  To help make our 
work more transparent, we 
have summarised last year’s 
accounts for information. 
 
Our accounts for 2021/22 
show that it has been a busy 
year.  Whilst we appear to 
have overspent, the Parish 
Council had been holding 
grants of £17,000 which 
were received in the previous 
financial year and which 
were set aside for the 
pavilion redevelopment.   

 
1 It was decided to increase 
the Clerk’s hours from 8 to 
15 hours/week. 
 
2 Rather than give a donation 
to the Sports Club, the Parish 
Council undertook 
maintenance and repair work 
at the sports field and the 
funds were reallocated to the 
Maintenance budget.  
 
3 £54,706 was spent on the 
refurbishment of the Sports 
Pavilion.  The remaining 
costs include the village 
history trail and improvement 
works to the Spinney. 
 

4 The Parish Council has a 
sinking fund for the eventual 
replacement of Millfield Road 
bridge and/or Marchburn Lane 
bridge.  £3,100 was set aside 
from the Precept last year. 
The fund currently stands at 
£28,686. 
 

5 The Parish Council granted 
an easement across the sports 
field to Northern Powergrid to 
improve the electrical 
connection to the chalets.  
This generated £5,775 which 
was allocated to the pavilion 
redevelopment project.  NB: 
note last year’s high figure 
was because of a covenant 
release. 

6 Grants and donations were 
received from the following 
organisations: 
 
Pavilion redevelopment 
Football Foundation - £22,695 
RM Cricket Club - £8,000 
Osbit - £150 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Groundwork UK - £4,130 
History Trail 
Northumberland County 
Council/Anne Dale - £2,000 

Missed bin collection? 
Street light not 

working? Grit bin needs 
refilling? 

 

Report these problems on 
the Northumberland 

County Council website 
with just a few clicks 

Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk 
and click on REPORT on 

the header bar. 
Alternatively, you can 

phone  

0345 600 6400 

 

 

LUNCH  
IS RETURNING IN 

OCTOBER 
 

Held once a month on 
a Tuesday - dates and 

details available in 
the Parish News 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk
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ANNUAL REPORT  

It’s just over a year since 
Drop In’s first get-together 
in the Millennium Hall and 
sessions have been well 
attended. We have 
welcomed 40 or more 
different visitors in that 
time. Some come every 
week, others drop in. We 
have welcomed local friends 
and others from further 
afield including Whitley Bay 
and Prudhoe.  Most popular 
activities over a cuppa are 
lively chats or a quieter 
conversation with a willing 
listener. Scrabble is the 
most popular table game 
and other activities are 
available. 
 
A group from Corbridge 
visited for help in forming 
their own group. Angela 
Watt, Locality Coordinator 
from Northumberland 
County Council 
Communities Together 
called in.   She is finding 
out what is available locally 
so we can be added to the 
department’s information 
bank for referrals.  Her 
input was very interesting, 
focussing on Health and 
Wellbeing.  We will keep in 
touch with her as we look 
at widening our activities in 
the coming months and 
hope to include input from 
her department. 
 
Drop In is organised 
informally with a small band 
of willing helpers and 
everyone does their bit, 
which is much appreciated. 
No charge or subscription is 
required as the cost of 
refreshments and room 
rental is covered by 
voluntary and other 
donations in kind and cash. 
We are able to fund 
celebrations like our 
Christmas Party and our 
participation in the Parish 
Council Jubilee event on the 
cricket field. A competition 
held during Dementia 
Action Week in May raised 
£70 to add to charitable 
donations to Tynedale 
Hospice, Foodbank and 
McMillan Nurses. We aim to 
go from strength to 
strength.   

 
RIDING MILL TENNIS CLUB  
During the pandemic Riding Mill 
Tennis Club demonstrated what a 
hugely important asset it is in the 
local community. 
 
Following Government guidelines, 
it was able to offer vital facilities 
for much-needed physical activity 
in a safe and secure outdoor 
environment for families and 
individuals of all ages and 
abilities. 
 
As a result, the club enjoyed a 
surge in members who enjoyed 
the opportunity to play tennis in 
a picturesque setting in the heart 
of the village. 
 
Post pandemic, the club 
continues to thrive, carrying on 
its astonishing rejuvenation over 
the past decade.  It has 
introduced coaching sessions for 
junior players, and this summer 
hosted supervised holiday tennis 
sessions for children. Adult 
coaching sessions take place on 
Friday mornings, starting at 
10.30 am. 
 
Friendly social tennis sessions 
take place on Monday and 

Wednesday evenings, starting at 
6 pm, as well as on Saturday 
mornings from 9.30 am. 
Members are also able to arrange 
their own informal games at 
other times.  Teams also 
represent the club in local 
leagues throughout the year. 
 
The club has always been a 
supporter of the local community. 
Earlier this year it supported a 
Scouts’ camp held near the 
double courts which raised 
money for humanitarian efforts in 
Ukraine. 
 
Also, club members manned a 
stall at the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee event, and helped with 
the running of the children’s 
races during the celebrations. 
 
If you want to be part of the 
tennis club’s success story, why 
not become a member? The club 
offers a warm welcome to 
children and adults of all ages 
and abilities.  
 
Contact 
rmtccaroline@gmail.com for 
further information or details 
on how to join. 
 

To book either the Parish Hall or the 
Millennium Hall, please use the online booking 

system 
 

https://www.ridingmillvillagehalls.org/ 

Allotment Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Village Allotment 
Association has had to renew 
its 30 year site lease this 
year which involves big 
changes to the informal 
structure of our 
management.  A new 
Constitution with Trustees is 
being formulated to enable  

 
 
the Association to renew the 
lease for the site in 
Broomhaugh from the Parish 
Council.   
 
Despite the drought, plot 
holders have had a bumper 
year of soft fruit, and all 
sorts of veg from courgettes 
and tomatoes to leeks and 
beans...a tasty way to offset 
those rising grocery bills! 
 
Only residents of the Village 
may take on plots and so 
vacancies often come up as 
folk move away.  If 
interested, do contact the 
Secretary and join the 
waiting list via 
sallyrogers2306@gmail.com 
 

Riding Mill Outdoor 
Preschool is located 
within the grounds of 
Broomhaugh First School. 
Preschool works closely 
with the school but is a 
separate entity. It is a 
charity and limited 
company run by a 
committee of volunteers 
who oversee policies,  
finances and fundraising. 
Day-to-day administration 
is by the preschool leader, 
who can be contacted at  
leader@rmop.co.uk or 
07368223910. 
 
Preschool opens Monday-
Friday during term-time 
and children aged 2-5 
years can attend from 
8am-5pm. Most children 
choose 9am-1pm or 9am-
3pm sessions but wrap 
around care is also 
available. 

Pre-schoolers spend most 
of their time outdoors, 
immersed in nature, 
where they run, climb, 
swing, build and dig, 
learning through play 
while interacting with 
their peers. The 
experienced staff team 
operate ‘in the moment 
planning’ encouraging 
children to explore and 
investigate their 
environment, thus taking 
them forward in their 
learning. Our aim is for 
youngsters to become 
independent and curious 
learners who develop co-
operation and resilience. 

More information about 
the setting is available at 
the website: 
www.rmop.co.uk 

mailto:rmtccaroline@gmail.com
mailto:leader@rmop.co.uk
mailto:leader@rmop.co.uk
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The Community Centre 
Gilesgate 
Hexham 

Northumberland  
NE46 3NP 

0808 278 7944 
01670 339985 (to cancel or 
rearrange an appointment) 

 
Advice Line 0808 278 7944 
Debt Line 01670 339960 

 
Drop-in and appointments  

Tuesday and Fridays 10 -12  
 

________________ 

 

 
 
Need help with transport to 

medical appointments, 
church, lunch clubs, 

shopping or social outings? 

 
Adapt (North East) may be 
able to help.  To speak to 
an advisor please contact 

 
03333 441 740 

 
Getabout is looking for 

volunteers drivers  - if you 
can help do get in touch. 
Expenses are covered at a 

rate of 45 p per mile. 

 

Northumberland County 

Council  

0345 600 6400 

01434 400388 

Remember you can report 

problems via the website 

www.northumberland.gov.uk 

 

Member of Parliament 

Mr Guy Opperman 

01434 239205  

email: guy.opperman@ 

parliament.uk 

www.guyopperman.co.uk 

 

Hospitals/Doctors 

Corbridge Medical Group 

01434 632011 

 

Branch End Surgery 

01661 842626 

 

Hexham General Hospital 

0344 811 8111 

Northumbria Specialist 

Emergency Care Hospital 

0344 811 8111 

Newcastle RVI / Newcastle 

General Hospital 

0191 233 6161 

 

Emergency 999,  

Non-Urgent 111 

 

Police – 999 or 101 for non

-emergency 

 

 

 

Utility Services 

Gas Emergency  

0800 111 999 

 

Electricity – loss of power 

105 

 

Northumbrian Water –  

report a leak -  

0800 393 084 

report water and sewerage 

flooding- 

0800 328 7648 

 
Environment Agency: 
Floodline –  
0345 988 1188 
Incident Hotline –  
0800 80 70 60 
 
Schools 
Broomhaugh First School 
01434 682374 

Corbridge Middle School 
01434 632191 
 
Queen Elizabeth High 
School, Hexham 
01434 610300 
 
Squirrels Breakfast & After-
School Club 
Yvonne Stokoe – 07933 
901732 
 
Travel 
Go North East 
0191 420 5050 
 
Northern Trains 
0800 200 6060 
 
National Rail Enquiries 
03457 48 49 50 
 
Newcastle Airport 
0871 882 1121 

A message from Northumbria 
Police : Welcome 
to Northumbria Connected 

 
Engaging with our 
Communities sits at the heart 

of Neighbourhood Policing 
and allows us to understand 
and listen to your concerns. 
This is about connecting with 
all of our communities, 
listening to your concerns 
and tackling those issues. 
 
Northumbria Connected is 
our new tool to ensure that 
we are delivering on the 
issues that affect all our 
communities across the North 
East. 
 
We want to understand the 
issues that most impact you 

so that we can shape our 
Neighbourhood Policing to 
tackle them where you live. 
 
We want to tell you about the 
issues that you want to hear 
about and in a way that you 
choose. On sign up you can 
decide on the updates you 
will receive in either text or 
email. 
 
Subscribe at 
www.northumbriaconnected. 
co.uk and start to help shape 
policing in your area.  

Are you in need of wood 
fuel due to financial 
constraints, poor health, 
advanced age or rural 
isolation? We can deliver 
dry, seasoned logs.  There 
is no charge for this service 
although you can make a 
small charitable donation 
should you wish.  We are 
also looking for volunteers. 

Contact: Kate Thick – 
07900 963234  

Email: 
katethick@hotmail.com. 

The Northumberland Log 
Bank is a non-registered 
charity supported by 
Northumberland County 
Council.  

 

 

 

 

 
The West Northumberland 
Food Bank provides 
emergency food and 
support to people in need. 
 
It runs a delivery service 
only; delivering to Riding 
Mill on a Thursday. 
 
To find out how to access 
help contact: 
  
01434 700068  
 
(lines open 10 am—2 pm 
Mon - Fri, leave a message 
at other times) 
Text: 07958 000719  
Web: 
www.westnorthumberlandf
oodbank.org.uk/  

Northumberland Communities 
Together is here to help.  If 
you or anyone you know 
needs a bit of extra support, 
please get in touch: 

• Perhaps your financial 
circumstances have 
changed with reduced 
hours, redundancy, or 
benefit changes. 

• Worried about bills or 
financial pressures - we 
can advise about benefits 
and payments 

• Feeling lonely or 
overwhelmed 

• Worried about someone 
experiencing domestic 
abuse or concerned about 
a neighbour 

Phone our 
Community 
response 
hub: 01670 
620015 
between 9 
am to 6 pm, 
seven days 
a week. 

 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk
http://www.northumbriaconnected
http://www.northumbriaconnected
mailto:katethick@hotmail.com
http://www.westnorthumberlandfoodbank.org.uk/
http://www.westnorthumberlandfoodbank.org.uk/
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Clubs & Societies – always check with the organiser before attending for the first time as 
occasionally dates and venues can change  

Club Contact Details / further information 

Allotment Association Sally Rogers - sallyrogers2306@gmail.com  

Angling Association 
Peter Wood – 01434 682509 
peterawood22@gmail.com 

Art Club 
Janet Bennett – 01434 682478 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm in the Millennium Hall 

Badminton Club 
Evelyn Downs – 01434 682536 
Meets Thursday morning in the Parish Hall 

Bridge Club 
Pam Niven – 01434 682394 /email: nivenpam@gmail.com 
Meets Friday afternoon in the Parish Hall, September - June 

Carpet Bowls Club 
Graham Walmsley – 07593 215785 / gwalmsley.bb@gmail.com 
Meets Monday afternoon in the Parish Hall 

Choral Society 
http://ridingmillchoral.wordpress.com 
Meets Monday evening in the Parish Hall 

Craft Club 
Ann Gerrish - 01434 682937 
Meets 2 - 4 pm Wednesday afternoons in Church Cottage  

Drama Club 
Email – rmdcsales@gmail.com 
Website  http://www.ridingmilldramaclub.com/ 

Exercise Class for the over 50s to 
over 90s 

Linda Shepherd - 01434 682069 
Meets Friday 10.30 - 11.30 am in the Parish Hall 

Film Club 
Judy Wilthew – j19wilthew@hotmail.com 
2nd Friday evening of the month 

Gong Song 
Mary - gongsonguk@gmail.com  
Occasional sessions at the halls 

Karate Class 
Run by Peter Atkinson of Seiken Ryu – 07912 533164 / email: peteratkinson89@icloud.com 
Monday evening in the Parish Hall 

Mortal Fools Youth Theatre 
General enquiries – 0191 580 1250 / Email: info@mortalfools.org.uk 
Various classes – see website for details http://www.mortalfools.org.uk 

Northumbria Healers 

Pam Down – 07960 380636 /pam@northumbriahealers.com / 
http://northumbriahealers.co.uk/ 
Meets last Saturday of the month in the Parish Hall 

Parish Hall Maintenance Group 
Graham Walmsley - 07593 215785 / gwalmsley.bb@gmail.com 
Meets as necessary  

Photography Group 
Rosie Cunningham – 07415 912237 / rosie.cunningham@ymail.com 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month in the Parish Hall @7pm 

Pilates Class 
Paula Bennett – 07990 774069 / pilateswithpaula@gmail.com 
Held Wednesday morning in the Millennium Hall 

Pot Luck Lunch 
Christine Andersen – 01434 682535 / Anne Lawrence – 01434 682351  
Held monthly in the Parish Hall  

Preschool 
Ruth Brown - 07368 223910 (term-time only) / leader@rmop.co.uk  
https://www.rmop.co.uk/ 

Riding Mill Singers 
Carole Craig Gilby – 07950 974874 / craiggilby@gmail.com 
Wednesday 1.30 – 3 pm in the Parish Hall 

Scouts 
Gwyn McKenzie – 01434 682771 
Tuesday & Friday in the Millennium Hall 

Sports Club 
Cricket enquiries: Steve Kent – 07910 035715 
Football enquiries: Mark Robinson – 07810 580140 

Table Tennis Club 
  

Mark Twelftree – 07764 221942 / Monday evening in the Millennium Hall or 
Anne Lawrence – 01434 682351 / Tuesday afternoon in the Parish Hall 

Tea & Tots - babies and toddler 
group 

Kate Houseman - 07940 519720 
Monday 9 - 11 am (term-time only) Church Cottage 

Tennis Club 
Caroline Coates - rmtccaroline@gmail.com 
Website: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/RidingMillTennisClub/ 

Tuesday Drop in Group 
Jan Walmsley – 07955 630802 
Meets Tuesday afternoon from 2-4 pm in the Millennium Hall 

Tynedale Chess Club 
Colin Ripley - colin.ripley@gmail.com / https://tynedalechess.wordpress.com/ 
Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month 7 - 10 pm (October – May) at Corbridge Parish Hall 

Women’s Institute 
Barbara Nelson – 01434 682739 / barbara.lambert.nelson@gmail.com 
Meets 1st Thursday of the month in the Parish Hall 

Yoga Class 

Clare – 07956 407 905 / hopeyoga2018@outlook.com 
Held Wednesday evening in the Parish Hall 
 
Rose - 07515 107774 / www.yogawithrose.co.uk 
Held Monday morning in the Millennium Hall 

For further details visit the VHT website: 
https://www.ridingmillvillagehalls.org 

https://www.ridingmillvillagehalls.org

